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 Choi Yin Yan (F. 1B)  

 F. 1 Writing Competition – Champion 

The most unforgettable day 

 When I was in Primary 6, all students in our year went to Yuen 

Long for a graduation camp. We stayed there for 3 days. We were 

happy and excited because we had been there two years before for 

a training camp.  

 Although we were in a graduation camp, 

we still needed to follow school rules. The 

rules were easy. For example, we had to 

sleep at 11 p.m. and return to our rooms 

before 10 o’clock at night, or else our 

graduation camp would turn into a training 

camp. Our whole class played together in 

our building. We played football, 

blindfolded catching and a lot of other 

games! And then it was time for dinner! We had a perfect dinner! 

Suddenly, students from one of the classes, MOP6, started to 

cry, so I asked them what had happened. The girl named Eugene 

answered me, ‘We saw a ghost!’ And she didn’t continue. We 

became scared too, so we ran back to our rooms. During that night, 

the whole building was cleared. Nobody slept there and nobody 

even looked at that building. The people in MOP6 tidied up their 

stuff and moved into other buildings. 

When we returned to school, I asked them what had 

happened again. Eugene answered me, ‘I saw a girl who was 

standing inside the television. First, I thought it was my school 

bag, so I moved the school bag away. But the girl in the television 
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did not move, so I became scared. My classmate, Toby, said that 

she saw the girl too, so we ran away from the building.’ 

 The teacher asked us to forget what had happened in the 

graduation camp and remember only our happy memories. By 

now, I think they have all forgotten about this camp, which I think 

is good though. 

 

Zeng ShiYing (F. 1A)   

 F. 1 Writing Competition – 1st Runner-up 

The most unforgettable day 

 Two years ago, I went to Hulan to visit my grandparents with 

my family. The real reason for visiting was because my 

grandmother was sick. Her life was in danger. We were worried 

about her situation. Although we have been to Hulan few times 

already, this time was after a long time since we last went there.  

 I miss my grandparents so much. When 

I arrived in this world, my grandmother was 

living with me. I wished for my 

grandmother to be fine again.  

 We went back to Hulan immediately as 

the doctor said my grandmother may die! 

Everything just happened in one night.  

Luckily, several days after we arrived, 

she became fine. Was that day the most 

unforgettable for me? I will tell you, yes!   
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Hung Tsz Chun (F. 1A) 

 F. 1 Writing Competition – 2nd Runner-up 

The most unforgettable day 

Last month was unforgettable because it was the first time I 

had been to Ocean Park with my best friends.  

It was my birthday, so I called my best friends to go to Ocean 

Park to celebrate my birthday. 

First, we appreciated the magnificent sea views. We watched 

dolphin shows and sea lion shows too. We also saw the famous 

giant pandas. 

Next, we went to have a delicious lunch, but it was very 

expensive.  

Then, we went on some rides such as the roller coaster and 

Abyss. 

Finally, I returned home. I was surprised to find that my 

mother and father had prepared a wonderful birthday party for me. 

So I felt that day was an unforgettable day.  
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  Lam Tsz Yu (F. 1D)  

 F. 1 Writing Competition – Merit 

The most unforgettable day 

 About the most unforgettable day, for me, it dates back to 3 

years ago when I was in primary school.  

When I was in primary school, my sister went to study in 

America. She came back to Hong Kong after graduation. My 

parents and I felt very happy and excited. I called my friends to 

welcome her home. When I opened the door, I just saw a dog. 

Then my sister came in. She said, ‘Cindy, I’m back! It’s a gift for 

you! Do you like it?’ ‘Yes, I do!’ I replied. Since I was in primary 

school, I have really wanted to own a pet as I am a pet lover!  

 I feel pets can be good companions. My family reminded me 

to take good care of the pet because a pet needs love and care like 

human beings. I would take care of my dog. I named it Army. 

 I will never forget Army because Army it is my first pet.  
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 Cheng Tsz Ching Angel (F. 2A)  

 F. 2 Writing Competition – Champion 

A great day with my best friend 

Everybody on earth has at least one best friend and so do I! 

Let me tell you about my best friend! Her name is Cherry. She is 

thirteen years old. She is our school’s badminton team captain! 

Even though she is the captain, she is quite short and she doesn’t 

like people calling her ‘The team captain’. She is cute, sweet but a 

bit shy. We first met each other on the road and she asked me, 

‘Are you from Lui Ming Choi?’ This is how we became best 

friends.  

On 14th April, I had a great day with her. We hung out 

together since I wanted to shop with her. So we went shopping 

together! 

We went to a boutique first. We looked at the clothes but we 

did not buy any because the clothes were too expensive. Still, I 

was so excited to look at the beautiful clothes!  

Next, we went to a store selling many different things such 

as accessories, bookmarks, phone cases, etc. Then I bought some 

bookmarks and a necklace while Cherry bought a phone case. I 

felt very joyful to buy those things. 

Lastly, we went to a fast food shop and we got very full. 

While we were eating, we also talked about our lessons and our 

problems. I felt very relieved after talking about these topics. At 

the end of the day, I felt tired but happy because we 

spent our day joyfully. I am grateful to have a 

friend like Cherry. I have met many different 

types of friends during my school days and 

Cherry is the one whom I really treasure as 

my best friend. 



6 

 Pang Tsz Nok (F. 2D) 

 F. 2 Writing Competition – 1st Runner-up 

A great day with my best friend 

My best friend is called Jimmy. He is my primary school 

classmate. We always play together. He is not tall and he is not fat. 

I think he is cleverer than me. One time, he invited me to play 

‘war game’ with him. Let me tell you more about it.  

It was my first time playing ‘war game’. I was very excited. 

When I reached there, I was very excited but nervous. We had not 

had lunch. They just gave us a cake and a pack of Vita milk. When 

I picked up a gun, I was a little afraid. Then, they gave us a mask 

to protect our face. We entered the war game zone and started our 

battle. I wanted to laugh at myself because my eye sight was bad. 

I couldn’t shoot my enemy. I kept shooting the wall while my 

enemy always shot me. I could only survive in one round and lost 

in other rounds. 

Lastly, we took a photo. Then we gave them back our 

weapons. Next, we went back home. It was an unforgettable day. I 

hope I could go there again. 
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Keong Ka Yin (F. 2A) 

 F. 2 Writing Competition – 2nd Runner-up 

A great day with my best friend 

My best friend is a girl. Her name is Wendy. She is 13 years 

old. We met each other in our primary school. She is shorter and 

cleaver than me. She has big eyes and long hair. She is a good 

girl.  

 Last Friday was our school holiday. We went to Tsuen Wan. 

We both like going to Tsuen Wan because there are so many shops 

and we can buy so many things there.  

 First, we went to a shopping centre. We bought many things, 

such as some earrings, necklaces, clothes and bracelets. We felt 

very satisfied and happy.  

 Then, we went to a cat’s café. We played with the cats there. 

The cats were very cute and clever. They do not bite people. In 

there, the cats are not lonely because many people play with them. 

We also ate some food in the café. We ate pudding, salad, a box of 

chicken wings and had some juice. It was very yummy. After 

eating the food, we went to the bus stop and took a bus home.  

 I really love shopping with Wendy because we have a common 

interest and she is my best friend. 

Both of us felt happy that day. I 

hope we can keep this friendship 

and be best friends forever.  
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 Lau Wing Lok (F. 2B)  

 F. 2 Writing Competition – Merit 

A great day with my best friend 

Last Sunday was Ben’s birthday, so Tom, John and I 

celebrated it with him. In the morning, the weather was hot and 

sunny. We went to KFC to have our breakfast.  

 After that, we went to UA cinema to watch a movie. The film 

is called ‘Iron Man’. It was an interesting movie and we have 

planned to watch it for a long time. 

 In the afternoon, we went to a beach to a barbeque. We bought 

a lot of food, such as beefball, fishball and chicken wings. The 

food was very tasty and we were very full. After we had had 

barbecue, we went to Ben’s home to play TV games for three 

hours.  

 In the evening, we went to a Japanese restaurant to have 

dinner in Tuen Mun Town Plaza. It was a great day and we felt 

happy. I hope I can join Ben’s birthday celebration again next 

year.  
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Lam Tin Long (F. 3D)  

 F. 3 Writing Competition – Champion 

An important person to me 

From all the people I have met in my life, some have brought 

me great delight; others have played bad roles in my life while 

some have helped me to get through hardships. So far, there is one 

extremely important person in my life – Lilian Chung.  

Lilian is my best friend and I treat her as my real sister. She 

has a childish, adorable face and she is very short and thin. She 

hates studying and doing homework. Lilian is a tough, 

unbreakable girl who refuses to give up chasing her dreams. She’s 

admirable. 

I always stay with her and she is always by my side. I trust in 

her and share all of my happiness, sadness and success with her. 

We have different characters but she helps me improve my 

weaknesses nicely. She knows exactly what I am feeling and 

thinking of by just looking at my face. 

Lilian has helped me more than I have ever done for her. She 

is always there for me and offers me a hug when I am down. 

Although this girl is not very 

hard-working, she is kind-hearted. 

She pays lots of effort to make me 

feel hopeful. 

I want to tell Lilian that ‘Let 

me be your brother forever and keep 

our friendship for the rest of our 

lives.’ 
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Chung Lai Yin (F. 3D)   

 F. 3 Writing Competition – 1st Runner-up 

An important person to me 

  Who is an important person to you? Your best friend? Your 

roommate? Or your teacher? For me, my mother is an important 

person to me.  

 She has long hair and beautiful eyes. You might say they are 

not so special. But for me, they are just like the most expensive 

diamonds in the world. A billion dollars could never buy them. 

 When you talk to her, you will never feel bored! It is because 

you can hear a lot of funny things from her. She is also good at 

singing. If you are very lucky, you might hear her sweet voice! 

 I remember when I was studying in primary school, she 

cooked lunch for me and sent it to 

my school every day so that I 

could have a warm lunch to eat. 

Even if it was a heavy rainy day, 

she insisted on bringing me lunch! 

Since then, I wanted to be a chef 

in the future so that I can cook for 

my mum every day! 

 She is so important to me and I want to say to her that she is so 

beautiful when she is singing. She is just like a superstar that 

shines on the stage. I know she is working very hard now. I swear 

I will work hard so that she does not need to worry about me. 

 The last and the most important thing I want to say is, ‘I love 

you, mum! Thank you for all you have been doing for me!’ 
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Tse Ngo Yee Owen (F. 3D)  

 F. 3 Writing Competition – 2
nd

 Runner-up 

An important person to me 

 Everyone must have an important person in his or her life. The 

important person in my life is my grandmother.  

 I lived with my grandmother when I was in kindergarten. Every 

morning, she cooked breakfast for me and took me to school. She 

would take me home when I finished school. On holidays, I would go 

to the market with her and we bought food for dinner together. We 

usually have lunch in Chinese restaurants together, too. She always let 

me eat whatever I like. I love my grandmother very much. 

 We didn’t live together when I was in primary school. But she 

often comes over to have dinner with my family members. My 

grandmother’s cooking skills are pretty great. I like to eat the food she 

makes. She is always happy to see I enjoy her food.  

 Although I am now in secondary school, my grandmother still 

invites me to go out for dinner with her or to have dinner at her home 

from time to time. I am happy for this because I love my grandmother 

very much. I will stay with her as much as I can.  
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Wong Man Lik (F. 3A)  

 F. 3 Writing Competition – Merit 

An important person to me 

 I think the most important person to me is my mom because 

she is the only person in the world who would care about me and 

my brother. In terms of appearance, she has long straight hair. She 

has an oval face with a beautiful smile. She is polite and caring. 

Every night, she tells us jokes and we have fun together.  

 First, I would explain why my mom is important to me. My 

mom often gets angry but I realize that I am the one who makes 

her furious. Though she shouts at me and my brother, her love for 

us will never end. Whenever I am sick, she cares and looks after 

me day and night. She knows me well as she always understands 

what I am thinking about. She encourages me when I face any 

difficulties. She hopes I will have a better future. Due to her 

endless love, I respect her very much. 

 Next, I want to explain how important 

my mom is in my life. She is an amazing 

woman. She brought me into this world 

and she teaches me lots of things every day, 

including having good manners in front of 

others. Also, she teaches my brother and me to be brave. 

 Last, I really want to tell her that my brother and I love her so 

much and we would like to thank her sincerely. I would like to 

show my love to her by sending her a gift, but it will not be just an 

ordinary gift. I would send my love to her by showing what a 

good son should be. I will treat her well. That is how I will show 

her how important she is in my life.  
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Hui Kwan Yee (F. 4D)  

 F. 4 Writing Competition – Champion 

What if there was no electricity 

Living in Hong Kong is very convenient and entertaining as 

we can watch TV shows and talk to our friends through mobile 

phones at any time. It is also quite comfortable since you can turn 

on the lights when it is dark and the air-conditioners when it is 

extremely hot outside. But if there was no electricity, everything 

would change.  

Without electricity, first of all, we 

cannot turn on our televisions and would 

probably miss things that happen around 

us. For example, we may not know what is 

happening in other countries. We cannot 

watch TV shows either. Then, we will 

have to spend time outside or with our 

friends for entertainment.  

Second, having no electricity means we cannot charge our 

cellphones. When they are out of batteries, we will not be able to 

use them anymore. We will have to meet our friends outside or 

sometimes we even need to write letters to them, like in the old 

days.  

Lastly, a number of public transports in Hong Kong rely on 

electricity such as trains and trams. If there was no electricity, 

those means of public transport will not be able to move, thus 

causing a lot of inconvenience. The only way we could travel to 

other places would be by buses, taxis and minibuses. It would be 

quite a nightmare for those who live far away from the city.  
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Having no electricity would undoubtedly be annoying and 

inconvenient. However, our previous generations did not have 

electricity all the time, yet they were fine with it. So in fact, 

having no electricity is actually not a big deal. But either way, we 

should cherish what we have. Before we start blaming, we should 

think of those who have almost nothing. Then, we will understand 

what we are complaining about is actually not a big deal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lin Kai Wa Era (F. 4C)  

 F. 4 Writing Competition – 1st Runner-up 

What if there was no electricity 

What will you do if there was no electricity? There would be 

no light. You could not play computer games and watch television 

at home. For children and teenagers, it 

would be bad that there was no Wi-Fi or 

power to charge the phones.  

 It is possible that those would happen 

when there was no electricity. Let us think 

more. What would the entire city be like if 

it went out of electricity. Anything could 

happen without power. It would not only 

affect your televisions, computers or your Wi-Fi, but also the 
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traffic, the communication of everybody and the information 

outside the city. 

 Let me tell you how it would affect the traffic. When it ran out 

of power, the traffic lights would not work. When people drove 

their cars, drivers would have no idea if they should stop or not. If 

cars came from opposite directions, they would crash.  

 Have you ever watched the movie ‘The amazing Spiderman 2’? 

There was a monster that had the power to control electricity and 

it made the entire city run out of power. There was a moment that 

two planes almost crashed because they couldn’t get any 

information from the aviation control tower. They were flying on 

the same route. Luckily, 

Spiderman got the 

power back just in time 

to let them know that 

they need to steer away 

from each other. 

 If there was no 

electricity, there would not be any Internet connection. Victims 

could not call for help. Even if the rescue team knew there was an 

accident, they would not know how to get there.  

 There would be many problems if there was no electricity. 

Sometimes one problem would cause another problem. I would 

not want to experience anything like those because they would be 

like the end of the world! 
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Chan Ho Fan (F. 4C)  

 F. 4 Writing Competition – 2nd Runner-up 

What if there was no electricity 

Have you ever tried not turning on lights at night or using 

your electronic appliances for a period of time? If so, we will see 

nothing at night or our life will become 

inconvenient and dull. Having no access 

to any electronic appliances, mobile 

phone is one of the good examples that 

tells. The rapid development of science 

and technology has made technology an 

important part of our daily life. It is also 

a fact beyond dispute as well. As what I said, no electricity supply 

will impact us deeply.  

 If we don’t have any electricity demand, lights will not 

light up everywhere, it means the world will fall in darkness, like 

a black hole. Apart from this, we cannot use any items which 

depend on electricity. The advent of mobile phones allows us to 

contact our friends by sending messages or calling them quickly. 

Without it, writing a letter is the only way to help us keep in touch 

with other. Without the gadget, it is highly inconvenient for all of 

us, right?  

Simultaneously, electricity supports the viability of all 

electronic products. A lot of fun will be missed if we live without 
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them. As we know, watching television programmes or playing 

online games need the support of electricity. Nowadays, most 

youngsters have indulged in doing them. So if they can’t use those 

items to do what they want, they may feel bored. 

Moreover, electricity fuels our society and economic 

development. Curelessly, manufacture industry needs a lot of 

machines to make it up. If we don’t have any electricity, no more 

products will be produced. It causes a severe problem. Nothing to 

be sold represents the 

job opportunities will 

be reduced. Everyone 

may lose their jobs and 

can’t earn a living. 

Hence, mankind can’t 

live in a world without electricity. Otherwise, everything will be 

back to the primal society when we had to lighten up by burning 

wood or using other primitive ways. Isn’t it ridiculous for people 

in a high-technology society to do that?  

 I deem that all of us can’t help that. So, electricity is 

absolutely the basis of a society. It is the key to achieve better 

development of our society in the 21st century.  
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Liu Wing Laam (F. 4D)  

 F. 4 Writing Competition – Merit 

What if there was no electricity 

 Can you imagine that there was no 

electricity supply in your life? For me, I 

couldn’t live in a place where there was 

no electricity. It could cause a lot of 

obstacles and bring much inconvenience 

to our daily life.  

 Nowadays, electricity has become an 

essential character in our life. For 

instance, we need electricity to charge our smart phones. That 

allows us to chit chat with our buddies or turn on the lights. Most 

of our daily activities need electricity. It shows that electricity is 

vital for us. That means if there was no electricity, some people 

might get injured. Without electricity, doctors cannot perform 

operations properly. Because of these, patients may lose their 

chances of getting therapy. This could ruin their life.  

 On the other hand, although electricity brings a lot of benefits 

to us, it also reflects many negative behaviors in our society. For 

example, adolescents, as well as adults, take electricity for granted 

and think that the supply of electricity is unlimited. Some of them 

waste energy by leaving many electronic appliances on even when 

they are not in use. This behaviour wastes a lot of resources in the 

world.  

 At last, remember, no pain no gain! We should treasure our 

electricity more and we must create a great environment for our 

descendants.    
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Hui Ting Hin Henry (F. 5B)  

 F. 5 Writing Competition – Champion 

The last time I cried 

The last time I cried was the day on which my grandfather 

passed away. I always thought he was a hero in my life. I became 

sick shortly after he had left us because his death was like a 

needle going into my heart. 

Death seems to be far, but also close. For my grandfather, it 

was obviously close to him. I would have seen him more often if I 

had known his situation earlier. The whole episode is still a bad 

memory for me. It was one night at 3 

a.m. when I was sleeping. Suddenly, 

my mum woke me up. From her face, 

I realized that something bad had 

happened. After that, my parents 

brought me to the hospital. I felt 

shocked when I saw my grandfather 

lying on the bed with the oxygen 

mask. There was a countdown machine beside him. It made me 

more anxious as it showed how long was left before his death. 

When I looked closer to the counter, I saw there was only 

thirty minutes left. That was the first time I got scared by a 

countdown. Moreover, there was a small device which showed my 

grandfather’s heartbeat. It was very weak and going down slowly, 

I tried to talk to him but he couldn’t hear me at all. With those 

beeping sounds coming from the device, I felt like a bomb  

ticking inside my body. At 4 a.m. in the morning, I heard a long 

beep. All memories with my grandfather came flashing back in 

my mind. It seemed that a thousand knives were stabbing into me 
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one by one. At that moment, I cried for my grandfather. The worst 

was I passed out because of my illness. When I opened my eyes 

again, those bad feelings came to me again, it resulted in my 

health getting worse.  

Embedded in serious illness and negative feelings, I felt 

sorrowful and depressed. I couldn’t control my tears. At that time, 

only adjusting my emotions could help, but sadly, I failed to do 

that. The cost for me was being absent from school for two weeks. 

During those days, there was only helplessness around me. When 

I experienced the leaving of my precious one, I finally knew the 

weight of death. In the past, death was none of my business. But 

now, I understand its power. Through this incident, I realized that 

I was wrong. All I could do was just to cry and cry for my pain. 

I felt sad with my grandfather’s death but I can’t be sad 

forever. Now, when I feel down and confused, I think about things 

which are more important like the people who care about me, 

including my parents, teachers and my friends. I don’t want them 

to worry about me. The most unforgettable words from my 

grandfather were ‘People are not alone, they help each other.’ I 

finally experienced it. I believe although my grandfather has gone 

to a better place, his spirit would last forever. No matter what, I’ve 

already reserved a special space for him in my heart. If I had a 

chance, I would like to appreciate what he had done for me and 

the time which he spent with me. 
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Lau Hiu Laam (F. 5D)  

 F. 5 Writing Competition – 1st Runner-up 

The last time I cried 

 When I was small, I was told not to cry. I was born in a strict 

family. My mother and father thought crying cannot solve any 

problems and it may worsen the situation. It caused me to become 

an independent and tough person. 

 Living in this exam-oriented society, my ‘tiger’ parents 

definitely wanted me to become cleverer and more outstanding 

than others. And that was the beginning of my nightmare. They 

made me join lots of extra-curricular classes including ballet, 

piano, drawing and swimming. Of 

course, they enrolled me in tutorial 

classes as well. Every day, my 

schedule was filled with different 

kinds of activities. No rest time 

was given. Though you may think 

I may cry because of this. There 

was a person who really cared 

about me, she helped me and 

supported me. She made me more willing to walk through those 

difficult situations.  

 She is my grandmother, a kind, generous and humorous person. 

I could only visit her once a week. But still, she made me feel 

light-hearted even before I would meet her. Once she asked, 

‘Marie, how is your school life?’ ‘My school life is great, teachers 

and classmates are good to me. But I don’t really want to go to 

tutorial classes and other …….’ While I was replying to her, my 

mother stopped me. ‘You don’t understand the reason why I have 
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chosen so many classes for you! It is important to your future. 

When you grow up, you will understand!’ My mother shouted 

loudly. The room was in a silence. I could even hear the drop of a 

needle in the living room. I clenched my fingers together, biting 

my lips hard in order not to drop my tears out of my eyes. My 

mother found that I was going to cry. She stared at me. ‘If you 

drop a tear out, there would be no dinner for you tonight.’ And she 

went back to kitchen and continued to cook. ‘Don’t worry about 

what your mother says, she has been a rigid person since she was 

small. She shouted at you because she wants you to have a better 

future.’ I understand, I really understand. She wants me to have a 

smoother road.  

 But her words repeated in my mind again and again. Trying to 

control my feelings, but I really failed! At that 

moment, I burst out crying. My 

grandmother tried to calm me down. 

Maybe I turned on a button called 

‘stress’. My voice became louder and 

louder. And finally, my mother went out 

from the kitchen. She said ‘Are you going 

to cry forever?’ I didn’t reply. ‘Really? No 

dinner for you!’ she shouted outrageously. I kept my words into 

silence. She looked at me for a while and sighed. ‘Maybe I should 

not push you so hard.’ My tears burst out again. 

 Since that, I had never cried anymore.  
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Ng Yee Ki (F. 5D)  

 F. 5 Writing Competition – 2nd Runner-up 

The last time I cried 

 Do you often cry? I do not cry very often, but when I hear 

something bad or touching, I will burst into tears. I still remember 

the last time I cried. I haven’t cried like that for a long time. 

 That happened during a long holiday. I went back to my 

hometown. Whenever I went back to my hometown, it was to visit 

my family members, relatives and friends. I wanted to have more 

time to gather with them.  

 During that holiday, one day, I went to see a movie with my 

best friend. The movie was talking about two girls who had the 

best relationship before, but in the end, they hated each other. It is 

hard to say what made them become like this, but I know that the 

main reason was about the distance. Because of this, they became 

strange to each other. They no longer shared the secrets from their 

hearts to each other. They had their own new friends, new lifestyle 

and new interests. When I saw this, I felt some tears in my eyes. I 

was afraid that my best friend and I would also become like this. I 

really want to go back to Form 1 when I met her the first time.  

 At that time, I still went to school in mainland China. We lived 

at school and only returned home at weekends. So, at that time, I 

stayed with my best friend almost all day long. We slept together 

in the same room during winter time so that we could get warmer. 

We went to school together, went to the restaurant together and 

did homework together. We did almost everything together. 

During that period, I was closer with her than my family members 

because I spent more time with her.  
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 After watching the movie, I told her about my worries. She 

gave me a big hug and I started crying. 

She was the person who knows me the 

most, even my mother doesn’t know what 

I like the most. She knew that giving me 

a big hug was better than any other things 

at that moment. That night, we shared a 

lot of things with each other. I just know 

that she will be my best friend in my life 

forever.  

 Crying is not a bad thing at times. Sometimes crying can relax 

you and express your feelings. Now, I talk with her online every 

weekend. Owing to our studies, we cannot connect every day, but 

we know that we are best friends in our hearts forever.  
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Hau Hong Yee Avis (F. 5D)  

 F. 5 Writing Competition – Merit 

The last time I cried 

 The last time I cried, it was on a Friday night. The night before 

my sister’s birthday, I had an argument with my family. I felt 

really sorry to bring my sister into this argument.  

 One Friday night, as usual, after dinner I took a bath, sat on 

the sofa watching TV. As the TV shows didn’t interest me, I went 

back to my room waiting for the 10:00 p.m. live broadcast of a 

Korean TV show. In the beginning, nothing went wrong, my sister 

and I sat quietly enjoying the TV show, but then my dad came in. 

As my final exams were coming, I shouldn’t have been wasting 

my time enjoying TV shows. Instead I should be revising for my 

exam. That was why I got scolded by my dad. However, as my 

sister was watching the TV programme with me, she was also 

being scolded by my dad. My parents wanted me to stay away 

from any sources or information related to Korea or my idols, as 

they wanted me to concentrate on my studies, work hard and 

achieve good results in the coming HKDSE. Therefore, my 

parents warned my sister not to let me entertain myself through 

my idols. I was the one who brought my sister into the argument. 

My parents were very upset when they realized my sister had not 

stopped me from watching. 

 I felt really sorry as I was the one who should have been 

scolded. My sister had already finished with her exams and was 

enjoying her term break at that time. It was normal for her to 

entertain herself. I knew she got lots of worries and pressure 

before having her exams. She told me everything as she hoped I 

could help release some of her pressure and try solving the 
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problems with her. So then, my sister burst out crying. I knew 

what it meant, watching programmes online was always the first 

thing my sister did to release all the pressure she got from exams. 

My parents don’t know the full story, since both of us didn’t want 

them to worry. My sister didn’t do anything wrong. I was the 

person who wanted to watch the programme and told her to watch 

with me, but I was not the only one who was being scolded.  

In the argument, my sister explained to parents that she couldn’t 

do anything to stop me if I wanted to do something. She said to 

them that I was going to be 18 years old and I should have my 

own rights to choose. I cried because my sister cared so much 

about me. Since I was young, my family already knew I didn’t 

like studying. Every time I had to study, I would feel the pressure. 

My sister was trying to put herself in my shoes and to think from 

my perspective. But I knew I had to face the pressure from studies 

and my parents’ expectations myself. She just didn’t want me to 

feel stressed even when talking with her. Being scolded every day 

after school, I felt very bad. Studying problems have always been 

a big problem for me and 

my parents.  

 Everyone has pressure. 

The main thing is how we 

face it. I cried because my 

sister was so caring to me. I 

felt sorry for making my 

parents and sister worry 

about me. I cannot release my parents’ pressure from work but I 

can work harder not to let my parents worry about me.  
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Cheng Yuen Yi (F. 6D)  

 F. 6 Writing Competition – Champion 

Is studying abroad a blessing or curse? 

 When I flick through Facebook or Instagram, I have noticed 

that many children are sent by their parents to study overseas. 

Don’t you find it a misery? Some criticize this phenomenon 

vigorously, claiming that it is too cruel of parents to send their 

beloved kids to study overseas. After many considerations, I 

actually realize that it is reasonable for parents to grant their 

children an opportunity to study abroad.  

 There is no shortage of reasons for parents to send their 

children to study overseas. Presumably, the first idea that springs 

to my mind is that parents would like their children to broaden 

their horizons, instead of being confined in Hong Kong. I believe 

that no one but parents love their children most, so they do their 

best for their academic performance. Given that different 

languages, like English, French and Spanish are spoken in foreign 

countries, parents would like their children to go overseas, getting 

accustomed to the languages and grasping them. Parents also 

think that when their children come back to Hong Kong, they will 

enjoy more advantages than the local students. In view of this, 

sending children overseas is a good alternative for parents who 

want their children to further their studies and broaden their 

horizons for their future career path.  

 Alongside the perspective of studying, boosting children’s 

mental development is another main reason for parents to send 

their children to study overseas. When children are in Hong Kong, 

living with their parents, they would find it easy to get what they 

want, from clothes to food, which actually deteriorates their living 
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skills and personal mental development. If they are sent overseas, 

they have to get used to living by themselves. Washing clothes, 

cleaning house, cooking for themselves are some chores that they 

have to undergo. Besides, no matter what challenges appear, they 

have to try their best to deal with them. Over a long time, parents 

believe that it will boost their children’s mental development, 

leading them to be more independent, perseverant and possess 

better problem-solving skills. In light of this, it is reasonable for 

parents to act like this. 

 I understand parents’ view on sending their beloved children to 

study overseas. However, it may have bad impacts on local 

schools and their students. Firstly, local schools will suffer 

numerous loss of excellent students, which makes it helpless for 

local schools to promote their outstanding school image. In the 

long run, more and more local schools may have to be closed 

because of the insufficient number of students. 

 As for children themselves who are sent overseas, they may 

not get used to the cultures and languages of other countries, 

which may make them lonely and heartbroken. Worse still, if they 

have accidents, it will be difficult for them to cope with.  

 I hold a strong belief that parents 

should consider all options seriously and 

have a good discussion with their children 

on whether sending them to study 

overseas is the best choice.  
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Tsang Chi Ming (F. 6D)  

 F. 6 Writing Competition – 1st Runner-up 

Is studying overseas a good choice? 

 In recent years, overseas studying has been a headline of the 

town. More and more parents send their children to other 

countries to finish their schooling. Do you want to be a part of it? 

Please stop and think carefully before we explain this 

phenomenon and the impact on local schools and children.  

 One of the reasons is that we students have to face too much 

stress from studying. We can see that there are some cases of 

students committing suicide in the last few years. Therefore, 

parents send them to other countries to bail them out of this 

nightmare. They don’t want them to be tracked by a mass growth 

environment. Besides, pressure may also affect the children’s 

mental health. In Hong Kong, they have to spend most of their 

time studying so it is impossible for them to relieve their stress. It 

may cause depression. It is the reason why parents send their 

children out of Hong Kong.  

 Another reason we need to concern is that Hong Kong is a 

competitive city. In order to boost their children’s competiveness, 

studying overseas is a good perspective for a family. It is because 

they hope that their children can broaden their horizons through 

studying in other countries as they can learn more local cultures. 

On the other hand, they can improve their language fully, like 

English, because they can speak more, listen more and read more. 

It’s totally beneficial for their children. They believe it is easy for 

them to succeed when they come back to Hong Kong. 

 However, there is a dark side for Hong Kong’s local schools. 
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When there is more and more overseas schooling in Hong Kong, 

there will be fewer graduates from Hong Kong schools. Hong 

Kong will become less competitive. There is no doubt that 

students’ quality will decline. It will definitely affect Hong Kong’s 

development because there will be a depletion of human 

resources. 

 For students, overseas schooling will influence their social 

skills. When a child moves to another country, they have to learn 

other languages. We can tell you that it is very difficult because it 

is hard for them to communicate with others, not to mention 

studying. Therefore, we can see that children’s social skills and 

learning may suffer. 

 Overall, we hope that you can think carefully before you 

decide to study in other countries. However, our best wish is that 

you can enjoy your studying. As an old saying goes ‘The roots of 

education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.’  
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Tam Yan Yan (F. 6D)  

 F. 6 Writing Competition – 2nd Runner-up 

The truth of studying overseas 

 Nowadays, many parents in Hong Kong are sending their 

children to other countries to complete their studies. In my view, 

there are two reasons behind this phenomenon. 

 The majority of people always criticize the education system 

of Hong Kong. They think studying overseas is a good idea to get 

rid of it. If you ask students in Hong Kong the purpose of studying, 

I can assure you that the answer is mostly for examinations. The 

education system only focuses on the results of all these tests but 

rarely considers arousing students’ interests in studying. Students 

are crammed a lot of knowledge just for the examinations. 

Mountains of homework and endless exams is the life for them. 

As a result, they are all under pressure. However, in western 

countries, the education systems concerns students’ all-round 

development. Students have experiments and they learn from 

what they observe. The outcome of the education is that students 

can look for their interests in different fields. In such environment, 

studying is not a suffering. It is the reason why parents send their 

children to study overseas. 

 Moreover, parents want to create a new environment for their 

children to be independent. The school life in Hong Kong is quite 

boring. The schedule is full of academic studying. Students do not 

need to learn how to take care of themselves. In some cases, some 

students even cannot pack up their stuff before going to school. In 

a new environment, they lose the supports and care of their 

parents. They are responsible for making sure everything goes 

fine for them because no one can help them. This challenge is 

helpful in letting them learn to be independent. In Hong Kong, 

many children are spoiled, parents seem waking up at last now. 

Sending children to study overseas is the first step to change.  
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Sending children to complete their studies overseas sounds 

like the only choice. Therefore, the effects of this situation is not 

that simple. It brings impact to both local schools and the children 

who study overseas. 

 For local schools, the effect is obviously a decrease in the 

number of students. In recent years, many researches have shown 

that the number of students is dropping every year. Some schools 

were even forced to close since they did not have enough students. 

In the past decades, there were at least five classes in every form 

in a secondary school and each class has forty plus students. 

Turning the eyes to see what is happening now, it is lucky for a 

school that does not need to be closed and there are around thirty 

students in each class. The phenomenon affects the number of 

local students. It is a big impact on local schools.  

 Children who are sent to study overseas are also facing 

challenges because they need to get used to a totally different 

environment. Most children who study in other countries actually 

have to live on their own for several years. 

 They learn how to discipline themselves and get used to a new 

education system. In their minds, studying is for passing 

examinations and entering University. Studying in other countries 

brings them a new concept. It is that studying is not only learning 

from books, but also from life. The result concludes other 

achievements such as music, sports and volunteering. Tests are no 

longer everything. The difference between Hong Kong and 

Western’s culture is a problem they have to solve.  

 The truth of studying overseas is 

more than we can explain, it is time 

to think about it in depth.



 

 


