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Tam Ming Wai, Wilson (F. 1B)  

 F. 1 Writing Competition – Champion 

What makes your parents special? 

Today, I would like to tell you about my parents. My father is a 

fashion designer. He always designs clothes at midnight because he 

finds it easier to come up with more new ideas at that time. When I 

get high marks in my examinations, he will design a cool outfit for 

me. My mother is a waitress. She works in a restaurant. She works 

long hours. Besides working, she needs to take care of me and my 

little brother. She is very hardworking. I think my parents are very 

responsible. 

Next, I want to tell you why I think they are very special. I think 

my father is unique because he is as tall as a tree and he is also as 

strong as a bull. As for my mother, she is quite different from my 

father. She is as gentle as a sheep. When I fail my exams, she never 

gets angry with me. Instead, she encourages me to try harder in the 

next one and not to give up. When I am happy, she will share my 

happiness.  

I love my parents because they teach me a lot and I learn a lot of 

things from them. 
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Chan Yan Lok, Cherry (F. 1A)  

 F. 1 Writing Competition – 1
st
 Runner-up 

What makes your parents special? 

Parents love their children very much. They always take care of 

us, listen to us and be nice to us. 

Parents give us their time. Many parents need to work from 

Mondays to Fridays. They always feel tired. They can take a rest in 

the weekend but when we are bored, they always take us to play. For 

example, they always take us to the theme park, to go hiking or 

shopping. They’ll often feel very tired but they are willing to spend 

time with us.  

Parents always provide us with precious things such as money, 

mobile phones or computers. When we need some money, parents 

always give some to us. Sometimes if we want a phone or a computer, 

they’ll buy for us. We need to treasure it! 

Parents also teach us a lot. They make us know some knowledge 

we must know. They make us know that we need to be nice to others.  

Parents always encourage us. When we are unhappy, they 

always support and listen to us. They will give us some ideas. Parents 

are the best listener. We must be nice to them.  

All in all, we must love and treasure our parents and repay them 

one day. All these above make my parents very special. 
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Wong Man Ching, Wendy (F. 1C)  

 F. 1 Writing Competition – 2
nd

 Runner-up 

What makes your parents special? 

Have you seen a person who is strong, can cook so well and she 

is like a superwoman? This is my super mother. My mother cooks so 

well, she can cook a lot of delicious food for a party within a little 

time. 

She is very strong. She always carries a lot of thing in her arms 

and she can do housework as fast as wind. 

She is like a superwoman because she takes care of me, my sister 

and my brother very well. She teaches us homework every day. She 

doesn’t sleep but she is very energetic on the next day. She loves me 

very much. 

My father is a strong man, a superman and a very special person. 

He is a strong man because he works all day, but he does not feel 

tired. He can take a lot of heavy things. He helps us when we need 

help. 

He is a superman because he is very healthy and he never gets 

sick. He eats a lot of food. He can eat three big bowls of rice and a lot 

of delicious food. When he returns home, he keeps doing housework 

or other things until he goes to bed. 

He is a special person 

because he can design and 

hand-make a lot of clothes 

for us, and he is really a good 

father. We love him so much.  
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Cheung Sau Yung, June (F. 1D)  

 F. 1 Writing Competition – Merit 

What makes your parents special? 

I think my mother is very special, especially her personality. I 

think it is difficult to find a person similar to my mother in such a 

busy city like Hong Kong. 

Let me tell you about my mother. My mother gives me a lot of 

freedom and she is young mentally, just like a child. She is friendly 

and is my best friends. She never punishes me. If I do something 

wrong, she will just talk with me what I have done wrong and teach 

me how to do better in the future. My mother’s hobby is special too! 

Her hobby is going on trip. She has been to a lot of countries for 

sightseeing and has even worked in other countries, so I think she has 

more life experience than other people.  

Although my mother gives me a lot of freedom, she still follows 

my studies. She just wants me to try my best in all the subjects. I 

always fail in Mathematics, so she finds her friend to teach me, 

hoping that I can get a pass in exams. 

Do you think my mother is very 

special?   
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Lam Tin Long, Kenny (F. 2D)  

 F. 2 Writing Competition – Champion 

If I could live anywhere 

Living in the sky is always my biggest dream. I have been fed up 

with living on the ground. I want to live freely high up above. To be 

exact, I want to live in the heaven. 

If I could live there, I would meet beautiful angels every day. I 

could also fly to wherever I want 

without being lifted by an airplane. 

Moreover, I could lie and draw on 

clouds. Living in the heaven may 

empower me with the ability to 

make rain and sunshine. When I 

am sad, I will make it rain. I will 

let the sun shine as happily as it 

can when I am in a good mood. 

Besides, I can sing with birds and 

ride on big eagles. What a wonderful life it will be. 

Eating in the heaven will also be a fantastic experience for me. 

Cuisines from around the globe will be available. I can choose 

whatever I want to eat. Dining on clouds will be magnificent. 

The best thing of all would be that I could meet people who had 

deceased. It would be bravo to see my grandparents, great 

grandparents and great great grandparents again. They would be 

pretty surprised when seeing me. I wish that I would live there 

forever.  
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Li Ching Fai, Brian (F. 2D)  

 F. 2 Writing Competition – 1
st
 Runner-up 

If I could live anywhere 

Now, I am bored with the place where I live in. The reason is that 

it is full of pressure, over-populated and highly polluted. So, if I 

could live anywhere, I would live in Siberia, Russia since it is very 

beautiful and lets me feel comfortable there.  

If I could live in Siberia, I would like to live in a house which is 

made of wood. Also, I would sit near a lake, drink something and 

enjoy the view while fishing. If I feel bored, I may work as a 

shepherd rearing sheep or making wool for people to keep warm.  

If I really have a chance to live in elsewhere, I will stay there and 

if it’s not necessary, I won’t go back to Hong Kong. I will live in 

Siberia until the end of my life. I hope I can live in Siberia when I 

grow up.  
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Wong Man Lik, DiDi (F. 2A)  

 F. 2 Writing Competition – 2
nd

 Runner-up 

If I could live anywhere 

If I could live in Los Angeles, that would be awesome. Since I 

was small, I have always been thinking of going to America. That 

was my dream. I have thought about living there, too. That’s my most 

favourite place in the U.S.A. Many famous actors and Youtubers live 

there, too.  

I wish I could live in Los Angeles, so I must take action now. I 

must study hard and keep my good grades. Then my dream will come 

true. Other than that, I want to be an interior designer and create my 

own mansion in a special place right around the edge of Los Angeles. 

On a high mountain, I would build a mansion with quartz. That 

would be super cool. Outside Los Angeles, there is a long beach. I 

don’t like living in a crowded city. I prefer living in some peaceful 

areas where there are few people. I love Los Angeles! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

Tse Ngo Yee, Owen (F. 2D)  

 F. 2 Writing Competition – Merit 

If I could live anywhere 

Have you been bored with the place where you live in? I do, I 

hope I could live in a new planet. 

I hope that the sky on that planet is red. It is quite different from 

the earth. The ocean on that planet is a lot larger than the ones on 

earth. There are many different kinds of creatures in the ocean. The 

land and islands on that planet are beautiful. There are a lot of green 

hills. The dirt on the land is red. You can take the dirt to make some 

beautiful red bricks.  

It is full of beautiful views. The forests are very large. The 

flowers are strange and tall. There are many different kinds of strange 

plants found in the forests. And then, you can see many huge birds in 

the sky. 

After living there, I think I would stay there for a long while 

because I can get out of the noisy cities. I can enjoy the quiet 

environment there.  
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Hui Kwan Yee, Queenie (F. 3D)  

 F. 3 Writing Competition – Champion 

The most beautiful thing you have seen 

Have you ever seen anything truly beautiful in your life? I have 

seen many beautiful things in my life, but the most beautiful thing of 

all, is the sun. 

Some of you might ask, ‘Why is the sun beautiful? Isn’t the moon 

more beautiful than the sun? The sun is too hot!’ Of course I know 

that the moon is beautiful and gorgeous but the sun gives us lives. It 

provides us the energy to handle our daily activities. Sometimes it 

gives us hope too. When you’re feeling down or lonely, try to look at 

the sun. Strangely, it can give you some motivation to carry on. It’s 

just like magic! 

Let me tell you another reason why I think that the sun is the 

most beautiful. According to the Bible, God split the sky into two 

halves. Then there is the day time and the night time. The sun 

represents the day time. During the day time, we can do different 

activities like going running, swimming and playing basketball. 

Before the invention of outdoor lighting, these activities are not 

possible. People are supposed to take a rest at night, instead of 

playing. Besides this, the sunlight is good for our health too. When 

we are walking under the sun, our cells will produce vitamin D which 

can make us taller and make our bones stronger. 

Like most people, the last reason why I am particularly fond of 

the sun is that the sunrise and sunset moments are just fantastic. They 

are like masterpieces. Many people use the sun to create arts like 

photographs and paintings. After I’ve seen those arts, it makes me 

think that the sun is the most beautiful thing I’ve ever seen in my 

whole life. 
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The sun is the most beautiful thing I’ve ever seen. How about you? 

What is the most beautiful thing you’ ever seen? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tse Shun Chi, Michelle (F. 3D)  

 F. 3 Writing Competition – 1
st
 Runner up 

The most beautiful thing you have seen 

What is the most beautiful thing you have seen? The most 

beautiful thing I have seen is my home. 

Everyone’s home is beautiful, but I think my home is the most 

beautiful. Why? It is because I’ve experienced lots of happy moments 

there and I think my home is the warmest place in the world. 

I remember that one time when I went for a school camp, I left 

home for 3 days and 2 nights. Although the camp was entertaining 

and had a lot of challenging activities, I still thought the campsite was 

a lot worse than my home. In my home, my mum prepares a lot of 

delicious and healthy food for me every day. But in the campsite, the 

workers did not care about us and just gave us some junk food. 

Moreover, in my home, I can spend lots of time on bathing. But in the 

campsite, I just had 10 – 20 minutes for bathing as there were many 
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schoolmates waiting for the bath. Furthermore, in my home, I can 

relax when I feel tired and don’t need to worry about what others 

think of me. But in the campsite, I had to stand and sit properly 

because I was afraid of getting weird looks from the other students.  

After reading this article, do you think your home is the most 

beautiful thing you have seen? If not, just think that your home is one 

of the most beautiful things you have seen in your own mind. If yes; 

then fill every day of yours with the good vibes of your home and 

this will make you grateful and appreciative of what you have.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chan Ho Fan, Vicky (F. 3D)  

 F. 3 Writing Competition – 2
nd

 Runner up 

The most beautiful thing you have seen 

Around the world, there are lots of beautiful things happening 

beside us. People nowadays care themselves a lot but don’t pay 

enough attention for others. They lack love and patience, so the 

beautiful things may disappear gradually. 

I remembered that I had watched a TV programme before which 

was a documentary about wild animals. Maybe it was the most 

beautiful thing I have seen. Why? Because of the love between the 

wild animals, they live together and take care of one another, just like 
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a big family. We don’t know what they are talking about but the 

features of love were shown through their behavior. For example, 

tiger is a kind of dangerous and horrible species. In fact, tigers will 

sacrifice themselves in order to save their companions. Female 

animals will try their best to protect their family because of the love. 

That was really beautiful.  

Thinking about the people, they can talk and share their feeling 

with others but they are too cool and always careless. They are not 

willing to help and care when people are facing some problems. 

Therefore, love is disappearing. 

There is another example about a girl who saved an elderly’s life. 

The girl saw an elderly cross the road but he didn’t notice that a car 

was going towards him. The girl pushed the elderly away, but she 

was hurt by the car and lost her arm. That incident showed the love of 

the girl towards a stranger.  

I believe that if all of us can care about one another more, 

beautiful moments will be the result. Consequently, this world will 

become a more pleasant place for people to live in.  
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Chan Yu Hin, Felix (F. 3A)  

 F. 3 Writing Competition – Merit 

The most beautiful thing you have seen 

There are many beautiful things in 

the world, maybe a person or a place. It 

is different for each person. Now I am 

going to talk about the most beautiful 

thing I have seen.  

Remember once, I went hiking on a 

mountain with my friend. I was so 

excited. I started packaging my 

backpack for the camp the night before. 

I could not even sleep well at night owing to the excitement.  

The next day, we took a bus to the bottom of the mountain and 

started hiking. We climbed over many hills. Although it was very 

hard, my T-shirt got very wet by my sweat, I still did not give up. 

Until we went to the hilltop and set up a tent, then we took a rest.  

We had dinner after setting the tent. Although there was only 

canned food, we ate with relish. We played and chatted together until 

midnight. We lied on the grass and watched the stars in the sky. My 

friend told me about the signs of zodiac. I also took many photos as it 

was probably the most beautiful thing that I have seen.  

That was the most beautiful thing I have seen, what’s yours? 
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Lau Hiu Laam, Marie (F. 4D)  

 F. 4 Writing Competition – Champion 

If I could have a second chance 

In my life, everyone is good to me. My family supports me at 

every step. My friends are caring. They always give advice to me and 

help me in solving my problems. But still, there is something that I 

regret doing when I was in Primary 6. 

When I was in Primary 6, I had four best friends. They were 

humorous and they always told me jokes. During that time, I liked to 

play with them very much. I socialized with them for nearly a whole 

year but something went wrong…… I remember it was during a 

music lesson after lunchtime. After the bell had rung, I went back to 

my seat and took out my music textbook from my drawer. When I 

pulled it out, there was a piece of paper that flew out and dropped on 

the floor. I picked it up and found that it was written by my friends, 

so I felt excited, because I thought they wanted to chat with me 

through this slip of paper. I opened the paper and collapsed. The 

piece of paper fell on the ground. It said, “Let’s not be friends 

anymore.” 

After that, I never talked to them again. I don’t know the reasons 

why they sent me the note, but they just never talked to me. At the 

graduation ceremony, I watched them perform a dance. I started to 

feel I had to take a picture with them and sign our names on the 

photos. I wanted to talk to them as normal friends, but I just couldn’t! 

Perhaps, to a large extent, I was afraid that they would refuse my 

request to take the photo. My brain was in a state of disarray and my 

body didn’t allow me to move to where they were standing. In the 

end, I did not want to keep any memory of them. 
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As time passed by, I regret that I did not have the courage to 

take the photo with them. Till now, we still have not contacted one 

another. And now, I miss them very much. The only thing I learn 

from this is that we should treasure our friends, families and 

everything around us. Life is short, if we do not treasure the moments 

in our lives, we will feel regretful. The clock cannot be rewound. The 

older you grow, the more of life’s moments you will miss. To avoid 

regrets, you should be brave and do the things you have to do!  
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Hau Hong Yee, Avis (F. 4D)  

 F. 4 Writing Competition – 1
st
 Runner up 

If I could have a second chance 

If I could have a second chance I would work harder. Since I 

was small, my parents have already given me the best things they 

could afford. I studied in an EMI primary school. There were always 

native English teachers talking around me and making the language 

fun to learn. I enjoyed my primary school life very much because I 

had a lot of fun taking part in different activities. That’s why I didn’t 

put much effort on my studies. I never needed to worry about my 

studies because I had my parents helping me all the time. But it was 

not that smooth when it came to the time when I needed to choose my 

secondary school.  

On the day when my result of school allocation came out, I was 

allocated to study in a lower banding school which my parents didn’t 

want me to go to. We went to find some help from my primary class 

teacher and the principal. They wrote me recommendation letters so 

that I could try to get into a better school and I succeeded. At that 

moment, I still thought that everything was fine then. The school that 

I was interviewed was in Hung Hum; however, I lived in Tuen Mun. 

It would have been a big problem for me to travel from Tuen Mun to 

Hung Hum every day, so my parents let me live in a hostel. Still 

thinking that all the problems had already been solved, I tried to 

enjoy my happy school life while living in the hostel.  

It was still not the way that I had wanted. When my final exam’s 

results came out, I did quite badly. My school wanted me to retake 

some of the subjects. If I still failed in the test, I would need to repeat 

Form 1. My parents didn’t want me to waste time and money 

studying Form 1 again. It would have been very expensive as that 
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secondary school was a private school. So my parents wanted me to 

change to another school.  

I had struggled for a long time before I finally decided to change 

to another school. I didn’t want to be a newcomer, and I didn’t want 

to have to adapt to a new environment because it would take time. 

Nonetheless, I picked up my courage and wanted to give it a try. 

After a year of studying in the new school, it didn’t seem to be that 

bad. I made friends and put my plentiful effort towards studying. 

Looking back, compared to my sister, her path towards studying 

has been smoother than mine. She never made my parents worry 

about her studies and she is very independent. Since I was small, my 

parents have always been by my side helping me. If I had put more 

effort in Form 1, I would have been able to stay in the school in Hung 

Hom. Then I would not have missed out the happiness living with my 

friends in the hostel. I regret for my laziness and for the time that I 

had been playing too much. If I could have a second chance, I would 

have put more effort towards studying and not let my parents worry 

about my studies.  
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Sin Hoi Lun, Helen (F. 4D)  

 F. 4 Writing Competition – 2
nd

 Runner up 

If I could have a second chance 

Everyone does different things every day. However, everyone 

has something that they regret. Some of them may feel regretful with 

respect to relationship problems; some of them may feel disappointed 

at their academic results. If we could have a second chance, we may 

change our lives.  

I have also done a lot of things that I feel regretful about. One of 

the things that I feel regretful about is why I couldn’t protect my 

younger sister with better care. It 

happened when I was ten years old, 

and my younger sister was just three 

years old. On that day, my sister did 

the same things as she would on an 

ordinary day. She played with toys, 

watched TV, and ate different kinds of 

food. Also, she liked wearing my 

mum’s shoes and seemed to be 

performing in a fashion show. Now, I was sitting on the sofa and 

looking at what she was doing. She chose a pair of high heels and 

wore them on. She did different kinds of poses and made me laugh. 

When she was walking with the shoes that were unfit, suddenly, she 

lost balance with that pair of high heels. She fell on the floor with her 

head hitting the corner of the door. She was bleeding as a result.  

After the accident, there was a scar on her head. This scar 

always makes me feel regretful. I ask myself, ‘Why did I allow her to 

wear the high heels? Why did I sit on the sofa and laugh?’ If I really 

had a chance, I would not allow her to wear the high heels and the 
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accident would not have happened. My sister also would not have the 

scar on her head. This scar reminds me I should take good care of my 

younger sister at every moment.  

The second thing I regret doing the most is the day I broke the 

relationship with my friend because of something we said to each 

other. On that day, I was really busy. I needed to help my teachers to 

tidy up. Doing the work, I did not have the time to be with my friends. 

However, my friend came and asked me what I was doing. I felt 

annoyed and answered her, ‘None of your business! You cannot help 

me, can you?’ I said it with a strong tone. Since I have said that, she 

has never talked with me anymore. I felt ashamed of having said that. 

If I had a second chance, I would not say that to my best friend. 

These words coming out from my mouth have broken the 

relationship with my dear friend. If I had not said that sentence, we 

would have had a good memory. Till now, we still have not talked. I 

felt very regretful.  

In the world, there is not a second chance. Very often, things 

cannot be changed. Before making a decision, we must think twice. 

We must not do things or say things without thinking. Don’t let 

ourselves feel regretful for our actions in the future.  



20 

Hui Ting Hin, Henry (F. 4B)  

 F. 4 Writing Competition – Merit 

If I could have a second choice 

I made two wrong choices: one was shouting at my mother, and 

the other one was admitting my fault. As I am talking about it now, I 

am sure that everyone realized that I did the wrong thing. If I could 

have a second chance, things would not get this worse. I still feel 

upset and depressed. 

I remember that I did something bad. I have been suffering from 

a really bad stomachache since I got into Secondary Four. Therefore, 

my mother has been worrying about me. I always stay in the 

washroom and I feel a lot of pain from time to time because of my 

stomach. Neither my mother nor I know why I suffer from it. This 

illness troubles me a lot in the same way as it troubles my mother. 

She feels worried about my studies.  

It’s reasonable for my mother to feel bad or even angry with me. 

My most unforgettable memory is that one time my mother shouted 

at me, saying my pain was just a fake. But I really felt hurt. I also 

knew that she shouted because she loved me so much. It made me 

feel really upset. When she started shouting at me, I cried. I tried to 

explain to her what I was suffering from; but at that time, she didn’t 

trust a word. I felt helpless. 

Reacting to the situation, I also shouted at my mother, which 

was clearly wrong. I have never felt that bad. The other choice that I 

could have made was to explain to my mother patiently and find a 

way to solve this problem. That would have been a suitable choice 

for that situation but we both got under great pressure during that 

moment. I was crying at that time. It’s impossible to explain 
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everything calmly. I hate someone who does not trust me. When I 

started to shout at her, I felt I didn’t have any other ways of letting 

my emotions out.  

After I had chosen to shout at her, things only got worse. The 

invisible wall appeared between my mother and me. It’s a barrier 

which now blocks the communication between us and has damaged 

our relationship. If I had chosen the other options to calmly talk to 

her, the problem might have been solved already. At least the 

situation would have been changed. My mother cherishes me a lot. 

So, I clearly know that my action was cruel to her. I am even afraid to 

talk to her as I feel sorry for her. The cold war is still happening in 

the family. I started to avoid meeting her. I love my mother very 

much, and the cold war makes my sickness more serious. My mother 

surely feels a huge pressure because of me. When I need help from 

others, my mother will be the first person I ask, but after facing this 

incident, no one can help me. I have lost someone whom I can rely 

on.  

If I could have another chance, I 

would never choose to shout at her. 

Thinking about this makes me depressed. 

This option, I hope I will never take 

again in solving whatever problems I 

face. And I think it will take time to 

recover from our broken relationship. 
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Wong Lai Ling, Elaine (F. 5D)  

 F. 5 Writing Competition – Champion 

Something I can’t resist 

The fragrant scent of food always arouses my appetite. I just 

wanted to concentrate on my studying, but a gorgeous smell from far 

away was creeping into my nose and started crawling up my brain. I 

realized that the evil was urging me to fall for the temptation. In no 

time at all, the smell of cheese, burger and French-fries made my 

mouth water. I tried to fight with this vicious smell and stand 

adamant. I had already got my defensive tool, a mask. I put it on 

immediately. I won’t bow to any evil forces again! I had made up my 

mind to resist all the temptations so as to focus on my studying again. 

After a while, it was a bolt from the blue to learn that my friends 

were enjoying their afternoon tea set in front of me. It was the first 

time I wanted my friends to vanish. Didn’t they know it was very 

painful to see that scene? My sixth sense told me that they had 

bought my favourite cheese burger. 

Oh, I couldn’t stop but envisaging me 

biting into it. Nevertheless, the reality 

was cruel. A real cheese burger was in 

front of me but I couldn’t even have a 

taste of it. It felt like I was being 

bogged down by someone. I saw my 

friends take up the burger and bite 

into it whereas I could only swallow my saliva. It was a real test for 

me. 

I surrendered! All these things that were stimulating my senses 

and obliging me to were, but a cheese burger and French-fries with 

cola. I ran instantaneously to the restaurant and ordered my favourite 
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fast food. I couldn’t help smiling in my heart since I could finally 

reveal my booty to them as if I had had a victory. 

Hurrying back to my seat, I unpacked the tea set gingerly and 

gave the cheese burger a big bite. It was heaven like. The soft burger 

with melted cheese and juicy meat had led me to a fantasy world. I 

really enjoyed the food and the amazing beverage, cola. The tea set 

was perfect and I fell in love with these delicacies. 

I was disappointed again for my behavior. However, the 

temptation was too vicious to resist. I looked at my obese body and 

started to regret what I had done. I was getting chubbier. Why 

couldn’t I resist that little temptation? I can’t help but feel unpleased 

and blame myself. 

 

Wong Chin Ngai, Angus (F. 5C)  

 F. 5 Writing Competition – 1
st
 Runner up 

Something I can’t resist 

I am a person who always follows my heart’s desires. I have a 

belief that I just do what I want to do. Nothing can prevent me or stop 

me. So, the only thing I can’t resist is my mind.  

I always have a lot of strange ideas. Although I know the bad 

consequences if I try to realize my strange ideas, I will still persist in 

doing so. That’s why I say I can’t resist my mind.  

My mind always gives me different kinds of challenges. 

Obviously, I can’t fight against my mind. But I think this is a problem 

that many people may have. Whenever I can’t resist my mind and do 

something bad, I have a notion to just go ahead and do it without 

hesitation.  
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Perhaps, now and then you have something that you can’t resist. 

For some people, not being able to resist one’s mind is very 

lamentable. But in my opinion, we can just follow our mind. 

Confining oneself in a parameter will make us act like a robot. It will 

kill our creativity. We can only make little or even no headway. 

Human beings are primates. We have our own ideology. What we can 

achieve is well beyond our imagination. 

Indeed, we always can’t resist our mind, so just follow it. Nothing 

can stop you, except yourself. If we keep suppressing ourselves, we 

will be very depressed.  

If you have a strange idea, do not think that you are a strange 

person. In the past, when people heard that the earth was round, 

everyone laughed at that. If humans want to make progress, we must 

have a strange mind. Therefore, next time when you have a strange 

idea, don’t resist it. Just let it flow freely in your mind. 
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Tsang Chi Ming, Nick (F. 5D)  

 F. 5 Writing Competition – 2
nd

 Runner up 

Something I can’t resist 

On that day, I felt sad because I had lost my job. It definitely 

broke me down and I had no courage to get up. People encouraged 

me and cheered me up but I was badly defeated. None of these can 

hold me up. I became lonely and timid. Everything I saw was tragic 

and miserable. I couldn’t accept it. Just let me be a coward. 

I started to wander alone. I aimed at nowhere and walked like a 

walking dead. Suddenly, I came to a beach which caught my attention.  

The sea was rosy and sparkling under the sun. The waves washed up 

and down the beach. It is rhythmic and peaceful.  

I stood on the soft sand. I put off my shoes because I wanted to 

feel it. I spent a few minutes looking for a better place to sit on 

because I wanted to enjoy this place. When I looked back where I 

walked, I could see many footprints but they disappeared slowly. It 

was just like I had lost my way again. I started to stare at the sea. It 

was still shining under the sun. I grabbed some sand near me. It was 

soft and warm. It sparkled like diamonds. Suddenly, the breeze 

slightly touched my face and I felt very comfortable. It also blew 

away the sand on my hand. They were gone. Then, I just looked up to 

the sky back down to the sea. They were connected and became a 

remarkable sketch in front of my sight. I was sure that it was the most 

memorable view that I had ever seen. 

It was sunset soon and the moon rose. I was still sitting on the 

beach. The moon was shining and the sea was still rosy. Although I 

couldn’t see them clearly, I heard it very clearly. The sea plunged the 

rocks like whispers telling secrets in the wind. It was like a musical. 

The water also touched my feet. It was cold and drenched. 
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I got drunk in this extraordinary picture. It helped me relieve my 

sadness. I started to feel tired. I closed my eyes and felt this picture’s 

shielding. It deliberately claimed my heart. I certainly wanted to get 

up to find a new job. However, I couldn’t escape this picture as I 

couldn’t resist it. 
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Hui Ka Wing, Wilson (F. 5D)  

 F. 5 Writing Competition – Merit 

Something I can’t resist 

I was brought up in a poor and single-parent family. I never feel 

the warmth from my family. My father died in an accident one day 

before I was born. Therefore, my family deemed that I am an 

ominous person who caused my father’s death. They were full of 

enmity towards me. They have never invited me to join their reunion 

dinner or family gathering. Only my mother takes care of me. She 

does two jobs a day for around 14 hours to earn a living for our 

family. I need to take care of myself when she is working, so I have 

learnt to be very independent since I was small. 

When I was a primary student, I was always discriminated 

against by other classmates. It is because I was poor and always wore 

an old dirty uniform. I didn’t have any friends in my school life. I 

always admired other children who could afford to buy new shoes, 

clothes and toys. Therefore, I pledged that I must earn more money 

when I grow up. 

I cannot resist money since it is extremely important in my life. 

Money can change the quality of my life. When I was in Form 2, I 

dropped out. Then, I followed a big brother and worked for him. He 

asked me to bring something to him and he would give me a large 

sum of money. I realized that he asked me to be involved in drug 

trafficking but I didn’t refuse him since money was too important to 

me. I really couldn’t resist it. I worked for him for a year until one 

day I was caught by a cap. I had to serve a lifelong sentence, but I 

had no scruples about infringing the laws. Money is so important to 

me. I can’t resist it. 
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Lau Fung Ping, Yumi (F. 6A)  

 F. 6 Writing Competition – Champion 

Is the HKDSE a fair way of assessing students’ abilities? 

Most, if not all, S.6 students are required to fight in a war in 

which it is necessary for candidates to defeat numerous enemies from 

the 18 territories of Hong Kong in a bid to be admitted to university. 

Yes, that is the HKDSE exam. Nonetheless, I wonder if HKDSE is a 

fair way of assessing students’ abilities. 

Before giving any explanations, we ought to define the elements 

of one’s ability. An outstanding student who merely gains excellent 

academic results does not demonstrate well-rounded development. 

Apart from knowledge, a lot of practical social skills, artistic sense 

and other personal talents are also vital to make a student all-round. 

In fact, some social interaction skills are more important than 

students’ academic results. Comparing with academic qualification, 

good leadership skills and interpersonal communication skills are 

emphasized not only in school but in our society. The aim of school 

education includes passing knowledge to the new generation, and 

most importantly, teaching them how to behave correctly in our 

society. For public examinations like the HKDSE, students’ other 

talents and conduct are totally neglected, and only their examination 

performance is counted. This neglect is very unfair to those who are 

talented in some special aspects such as sports, music and dancing.  

In addition, since the HKDSE does not assess students’ conduct and 

behavior in school, it is highly likely that some students who perform 

well in the HKDSE are in fact black sheep in university. Thus, it is 

believed that the HKDSE may fail to help universities and society 

select authentically outstanding people.  
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Some people may argue that oral exam contains the element of 

communication skills which are a part of social skills. However, it is 

a fairly tiny part of the whole subject, accounting for about 15% of 

the total mark. For reading comprehension, it is about 20%. As a 

result, students gain less motivation to train their communication 

skills. For example, students are not required to acquire knowledge 

about how to get along with the others. The HKDSE conveys a 

wrong message that inter-personal skills and other skills are not really 

important. In the long term, these social skills are much more 

important as you need to cooperate with people from all around the 

world. 

To conclude, I hold a belief that the HKDSE exam may not be a 

fair way of assessing students’ abilities since it neglects students’ 

other talents and focus on students’ academic performance in the 

public exam only. While our society longs for well-rounded 

individuals who have good interpersonal communication skills as 

well as work ability, the HKDSE could not efficiently select those 

who are competent. 
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Chan Chai Hor (F. 6D)  

 F. 6 Writing Competition – 1
st 

Runner up 

Is the HKDSE a fair way of assessing students’ abilities? 

It seems to everyone that the HKDSE is a kind of examination 

that changes the life of many students. While more and more students 

are joining the line, the validity of the HKDSE accessing students’ 

performance has been called into question.  

Students nowadays are multi-talented. For example, some 

students are excellent in sporting events, but the subject P.E. is not 

favourably considered by the HKEAA as other subjects are. Some 

students join numerous extra-curricular activities, such as Student 

Union and voluntary teams. Their performances in those areas should 

also be appreciated and encouraged. Yet, they will not be formally 

assessed or awarded in the HKDSE. This lack of formal assessment 

contributes to an undesirable outcome that parents and the pubic only 

value the “grades” which students get in the HKDSE but overlook 

students’ other talents. 

There is also a risk that the examiners or markers of the HKDSE 

are subjective in judging candidates’ performance. As a result, the 

HKDSE may not be a fair assessment for students. For example, 

when the examination questions of Liberal Studies were first set, 

there were claims that the teachers’ political stances would affect 

their marking proficiency. Therefore, if the claim was valid, students’ 

performance in the pubic examinations may be misjudged. And this is 

absolutely not fair. 

Besides the existence of prejudice among markers and its 

ignorance to non-academic results, the HKDSE provides only one 

chance for students to perform. If students are out of status or sick 
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during the exam, they may not be able to perform well in the exam. 

Yet, the HKDSE does not allow any make-up examinations for those 

candidates. Thus, it is absolutely unjust to decide one’s ability or 

language proficiency by means of his or her HKDSE results. 

Given all the aforementioned loopholes in the present 

examination system, it deserves our doubt that the HKDSE may not 

be able to fairly judge the capability of candidates. While the HKDSE 

evaluates students’ ability via the result of one examination only, 

there is room for the Education Bureau to amend the design of the 

exam so as to make it fairer. 
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Lee Ching Yee, Wendy (F. 6A)  

 F. 6 Writing Competition – 2
nd

 Runner up 

Is the HKDSE a fair way of assessing students’ abilities? 

The HKDSE is a public examination to assess students’ academic 

ability. It is also one of the entry tickets to tertiary education. It 

sounds fair that when you get a better result, your chance of getting 

into a university is higher. However, can your academic results reflect 

all your abilities? There is no doubt that the answer is “No”. So, it is 

a totally unfair way to assess your abilities. 

In the 21
st
 century, there is a diversity of industries. For instance, 

there is the food industry, the finance industry and so on. Some of the 

jobs in the fields require employees to have certain special skills or 

talents. For those who work as a firefighter or a policeman, they are 

expected to have a strong body. For people who work as a cook, they 

should be good at cooking. If the selections of students by 

universities are only based on their HKDSE results, they may not be 

able to admit students who are all-rounded. A good example would be 

a student who is good at sports may not be able to be admitted to 

university if his HKDSE results are bad. The HKDSE mainly focuses 

on students’ academic results, whereas other skills are ignored, 

universities cannot really select students that are capable. 

Besides, due to the spoon-feeding element of Hong Kong’s 

education system, some students can achieve high marks in HKDSE 

through drilling past papers for several times or having tutorial 

classes to learn the techniques of answering questions. They are 

hard-working but they may not be the target employees that the 

employers are eager to hire. For students who cannot afford the 

tuition fee of tutorial classes, they may become less competitive than 

others. Hong Kong students are fighting on an unfair ground. As a 

result, the HKDSE cannot reveal the whole picture.  
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Last but not least, the coverage of the HKDSE is not wide enough. 

It only tests students’ abilities in reciting and writing essays. Yet, it 

does not test students’ authentic abilities. Many students rely on the 

modal answers from past papers and are able to easily achieve high 

marks by simply memorizing those modal answers. Since the 

HKDSE is a once-only test, and markers do not know the candidates, 

they cannot distinguish if students just memorize modal answers or 

essays. Therefore, the HKDSE may fail to effectively and completely 

assess one’s understanding of and performance in a subject. 
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Leung Hing Lam, Kate (F. 6A)  

 F. 6 Writing Competition – Merit 

Is the HKDSE a fair way of assessing students’ abilities? 

The HKDSE refers to Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary 

Education Examination. Since 2012, all secondary school students 

should take the HKDSE at the end of their studies, if they want to go 

to university or continue their studies. However, is the HKDSE exam 

a fair way of assessing students’ abilities? This question always 

appears in my mind. All candidates need to do their best and strive 

for good results in the HKDSE in order to get a place in university. 

Thus, most parents and students believe that academic results are the 

most important. In my opinion, the HKDSE is not a fair way of 

assessing students’ abilities. There are a few reasons supporting this.  

The first reason is that some students may suffer pressure because 

of the exam. Due to the pressure, they cannot fully show their 

abilities in the HKDSE. In particular, unlike A-level students in the 

past, HKDSE candidates have never taken the HKCEE before. 

Therefore, when they face the public examination for the first time, 

they might feel very nervous. It will definitely affect their 

performance. 

Another reason is that although some students have outstanding 

performance in academic terms, they do not have other essential life 

skills and abilities. HKDSE cannot really dig out these problems. 

Imagine you are an employer. Would you employ a candidate who is 

good at studying but relies everything on his or her parents and does 

not know how to take care of himself or herself? The answer is 

definitely “No”. In this case, HKDSE fails to select those who are 

truly capable apart from academic studies. 
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To conclude, since HKDSE assesses students’ performance and 

ability in one single examination only, it overlooks the possibility that 

students may not perform well due to pressure or sickness. It also 

simply focuses on students’ academic results, which does not help 

employers select capable workers. Therefore, HKDSE is not a fair 

way to assess and reflect students’ abilities. 
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